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Toll Plaza

An aerial plan from January 1993 (above) shows
the location of the toll plaza near Biddles Corner
and future toll-free ramps—just south of the ca-

nal—linking US 13 with the new C&D Canal Bridge.

Time-line (right) indicates major milestones since
1987 in locating the New Castle County toll plaza.

SR 1 TOLL PLAZA

There’s been some recent confusion and misinfor-
mation about the Delaware Department of
Transportation’s (DelDOT’s) plans for its Relief
Route (SR 1) toll plaza in southern New Castle
County. This special edition of On the Road presents
the history of the key issues being raised.

Toll collection is necessary at both ends of SR 1 to
generate revenues for continued construction and
maintenance. As far back as the mid 1980s, there
was concern that SR 1 was being built with Dela-
wareans’ tax dollars, yet was expected to carry out-
of-state traffic. In response, DelDOT conducted its
first toll study in 1987 which confirmed that tolling
was the best way to help pay for the highway. The
study predicted that about half of the tolls would be
paid by out-of-state motorists.

Motorists will always have a choice between two
parallel north-south highways in Delaware—one
tolled and limited-access (SR 1), and the other toll-
free with at-grade intersections (US 13). Traffic
volume at the toll plaza in the year 2000 is projected
to be 20,000 vehicles per day (or 7.3 million ve-
hicles per year). In 2020, about double that number
of vehicles will pass though the toll plaza. Most of
these will be former users of US 13. Removing
these vehicles from US 13 will enable it to be used
more safely and efficiently by local traffic. In addi-
tion, ramps are proposed south of the new C&D
Canal Bridge which will connect SR 1 and US 13
for toll-free access to and from north of the canal.

The toll plaza has been on DelDOT’s plans for its
current location—west of US 13 opposite Port
Penn Road—since early 1991. After studying sev-
eral locations, DelDOT selected the Biddles Corner
site in late 1990, and then presented it on plans at a
series of public workshops beginning in April 1991
(see time-line at right).

Public meetings, briefings with elected officials,
news stories, and On the Road project newsletters
have publicized the toll plaza plans since that
time. Because SR 1 is the state’s largest public-
works project, DelDOT has conducted an unprec-
edented level of public outreach for the SR 1 project.
DelDOT and its consultants met and corresponded
often with residents, home builders, county plan-
ning officials, and business owners along the right-
of-way of the Relief Route, to work out details
during final design. On the Road is mailed at least
semiannually to over 5,000 recipients. The Delaware
news media has closely followed DelDOT's
progress and serves a major role in advertising all
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-« Displays at public
workshops show toll
plaza’s planned location.

- Displays at public
workshaps show toll
plaza’s planned location.

workshops show toll
plaza's planned location.

<« FEIS reevaluation approved
by Federal Highway
Administration.

.4 Displays at design public
hearing show toll plaza’s
proposed location.

Displays at three public
workshops show tall plaza’s
proposed location.

4 Toll plaza proposed in
current location, west of US
13 opposite Port Penn/Road.

-« DelDOT pursues locating
toll plaza south of canal.

4 Strong public sentiment to
relocate toll plaza south of
canal.

-4 Toll plaza to be located
north side of canal.

- Relief Route-designated by
US Department of Trans-
portation to be a toll road.



Co tHe /Foad

KISE FRANKS & STRAW
P.O. Box 4020
Odessa, DE 19730-4020

TO OUR READERS

The State of Delaware
and the consultantteam
are committed to con-
tinuing the citizen-input
process during the de-
sign and construction
phases of the project.
We invite you to write
us with questions or
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Or CONTACT THE CONSULTANT TEAM
Kise Franks & Straw

PO Box 4020

QOdessa, DE 19730-4020

comments regarding &«
zhe Aeaa’Orto arrange
for a presentation to
bring your group up to
date on the Relief

® Public information: contact Christine Gillan,
manager of external affairs, at 302-739-4313

* Design issues: contact David DuPlessis,
project manager, at 302-739-4657

Toll-Free: 800-343-3084

* Project manager: Alan Urek
® (On the Road newsletter:

Route.

Jennifer Detwiler, desk-top publishing

¢ Environmental issues: contact Joe Wutka,

assistant director of planning, at 302-739-3240
. Right-of‘way acquisition and relocation:
contact Rod Hill, Jr., chief of real estate, at

302-739-4323

e Construction issues: contact Tom Clements,
SR 1 construction engineer, at 302-734-9533
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public workshops and hearings. In June 1991, DelDOT even in-
stalled signs along US 13 marking the planned location of the Re-
lief Route, with a toll-free phone number for up-to-the-minute
project information.

DelDOT has made significant efforts to minimize impacts of
the toll plaza on neighboring communities. The plaza is sited
about three-quarters mile away from existing and proposed
communities. It is at least eight feet below the grade of sur-
rounding land to the west. Plans call for a continuous landscap-
ing west of SR 1 from Asbury Chase to Scott Run, as well as
special directional lighting which will focus light downward, on
the paved area, with minimal spill-over. Electronic toll collec-
tion facilities will allow some motorists to pay their toll without
having to stop at a toll booth, thereby lessening the number of
vehicles stopping and accelerating.

Environmental impacts were a major consideration in planning
the Relief Route and all agencies involved in the process—in-

cluding the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)—approved
DelDOT's plans. DelDOT prepared a federally required Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Relief Route, which was
approved in 1987 and then reevaluated and approved again in
1993. All potential impacts caused by SR 1 were thoroughly in-
vestigated in the EIS, including impacts to air quality, wetlands,
noise levels, community cohesion, and historic resources, among
many others. In response to recent community concerns,
DelDOT conducted another special air-pollution study. The re-
sults indicate that emissions will be well below standards estab-
lished by the EPA.

Plans for the toll plaza near Biddles Corner have been in place for
more than five years. Public outreach for and environmental
analysis of the Relief Route project—including the siting of the toll
plaza—has been continuous and well beyond any effort ever un-
dertaken. DelDOT is committed to continuing this open dia-
logue with the public as the project continues. ®
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